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EDITORIAL COMMENT. 



MEMORIAL TO LOMBROSO. 



Cesare Lombroso was born in 1836, and received a medical education 
at Turin. His first services to human progress were rendered in the 
investigation of the causes of the pellagra, a fatal disease which had 
become the curse of agricultural labor in Italy. By 1870 he had begun 
his inquiries into the anthropological data of criminals. From that 
time onwards, criminal science in all its aspects became his field of 
research. By 1890 these researches had influenced all Europe, and had 
created a world-wide interest in a reconstructed criminal science. Many 
of his specific conclusions have since been doubted or disproved; but 
his beneficent influence as the father of the modern methods and spirit 
has been universally conceded. What Herbert Spencer was to natural 
science in general in the 19th century, Cesare Lombroso has been to 
modern criminal science. The world should unite in honoring his 
memory, and in perpetuating that spirit and method of research for 
which future generations will always remain indebted to his influence. 

Lombroso died in December, 1909. An International Committee 
has been formed to collect funds for an international monument or 
memorial in his honor in his native city of Verona. The precise form to 
be given to it has not been decided upon, and will depend somewhat on 
the total amount of money collected. Siiggestions as to the form are 
invited, and subscriptions to the fund. 

Subscriptions (with or without check) may be sent to the under- 
signed at 31 West Lake street, Chicago. When the list is finally closed, 
the subscribers' names will be published (without amounts) in the Jour- 
nal of the American Institute of Criminal Law and Criminology. 
Amounts anywhere between $1 and $100 will be appreciated. 

Committee for the United States of America. 
John H. Wigmore, 
Dean of the Law Faculty of Northwestern University, and Former 
President of the American Institute of Criminal Law and Crim- 
inology. 

Italian Committee of Organization. 

Mr. Gallizioli, Maire de Verona, President d'honneur. 
Prof. Leonardo Bianchi, Depute, ancien Ministre de l'Instruction 
Publique, President du Comite promoteur. 
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Prof. Augusto Tamburixii, President de la Societa Freniatrica Ital- 
iana, Vice-president du Comite promoteur. 

Prof. Enrico Ferri, Depute, Professeur de Droit criminel a l'TJniver- 
site de Eome, Secretaire general du Comite promoteur. 

Prof. Sante de Sanctis, Professeur de Psychologie experimental a 
l'TJniversite de Eome. 

Prof. Antonio Marro, Direct, de 1'Asyle des alienes a Turin. 

Prof. Giovanni Mingazzini, Professeur de Neuropathologie et Direc- 
teur de 1'Asyle des alienes a, Eome. 

Prof. Enrico Morselli, Professeur de Clinique des maladies nerv- 
euses et mentales a l'TJniversite de Genes. 

Prof. Salvatore Ottolenghi, Professeur de Medecine legale a l'TJni- 
versite de Eome. 

Prof. Mariano Patrizi, Professeur de Physiologie a l'TJniversite de 
Modena, 

Prof. Guiseppe Sergi, Professeur d' Anthropologic a l'TJniversite de 
Eome. 

Prof. Vasco Porli, Clinica Psichiatrica, via Penitenzieri, 13, Eoma, 
Vice-Secretaire du Comite. J- H. W. 

THE POINT OF VIEW. 

The address of Nathan William MacChesney, Esq., of Chicago, the 
retiring president of the American Institute of Criminal Law and 
Criminology, was one of the features of the recent third annual con- 
ference of the Institute at Boston. In this address, Mr. MacChesney 
discussed the new science of criminology, the prevalence of crime, and 
the progress toward uniformity in state codes of criminal law and 
procedure. 

After drawing a comparison between the prevalence of crime in 
England and the United States, much to the disadvantage of our own 
people, he points to the fact that many of our writers and public 
speakers "are accustomed to salving our pride in this matter by re- 
ferring to unrestricted immigration as an explanation." Statistics, 
however, as he says, does not support this contention, and here Mr. Mac- 
Chesney comes, I think, happily to the heart of the science of criminology 
as it stands to-day. "We must," he says, "find some other explanation 
than unrestricted immigration to account for the wave of crime in this 
country. With the lack of discipline among American-born children, 
the breaking down of home life in many of our centers, and the absence 
of respect for law everywhere apparent," we Americans are confronted 
by a serious situation. To extricate ourselves is our problem. Our 
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